
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 May, 2015

Between 7.55pm and 8.50pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Peter Tully, Brian Corbett, Sally Harris and Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Rev Peter Mander, Gary Rogerson, Clare Thorpe, Howard Snatih Jr, James 
Renton (both from 8.00), John Hartshorne (from 8.00), Paula Gibson (from 8.20), David Coulter plus 2 further 
parishioners.

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Wilson.  The Chair advised he had received 
notification of resignation from Cllr Wilson. This was sadly accepted but the Chair expressed thanks for 
all her efforts over the past years. The Chair also expressed thanks to Cllr Corbett for his work as Chair 
since early 2014.

2. Declarations of interest – None were highlighted 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.  Cllr Farrell 
advised he had noticed Police monitoring speed of vehicles in Belsay on a regular basis and asked why it was 
very rare they visited Otterburn to do the same. There was also discussion about volunteers doing the 
Community Speedwatch in Otterburn and it was agreed the Clerk would investigate. 

b) item 5c: Play Area lighting: Cllr Tully advised he would provide further details at next month’s meeting. 

c) item 5d: Otterburn broadband: The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. Cllr Tully reported problems the 
residents in Rothbury were experiencing with high speed broadband.   

d) item 4: Defibrillator and first aid training: Cllr Robbins advised that there was a sponsored walk taking place and
after funds from that event were collected it was expected the total raised would be approx £10,800.  When 
the final figure is known he advised there would be a meeting to decide how it would be distributed.  

e) item 8b: Parking in Brierley Gardens: The Clerk provided an update he had received from Philip Rutherford 
(Housing Team Leader, ISOS) regarding proposed extra parking spaces.  Mr Rutherford advised less than 
half of the houses in Brierley Gardens are now ISOS housing. That together with very limited funding 
available, he advised ISOS would not be able to support the proposals.  The Chair advised he would speak to 
residents to determine what further action could be taken.  

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for April 2015: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of Clerk’s PAYE: The payment was agreed

c) Annual Audit: The Clerk provided a breakdown of the finances for the previous financial year as well as 
shared budget planning for discussion. The statement of Accounts and Annual Governance statement 2014-
15 were agreed.  

d) Invoice from C. Mowatt: The Clerk advised he had not received an invoice. 

e) Payment to Gibson & Co Solicitors: It was agreed that a payment of £700 would be made to Gibson & Co in 
respect of the conveyance fees of the land owner donating the strip of land to the Mill to the Parish Council. 
The Clerk advised he had not as yet heard back from Cuthbertsons solicitors in respect of the complaint on 
the conveyance handling.
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The Clerk advised he had received the details of the Parish Insurance premium. This was part of the long-
term deal with Came &Co and the premium for £474.28 was agreed.

It was additionally agreed to pay the invoice for £20.00 in respect of the Memorial Hall hire on 23 April.

7. Planning – There were no planning applications this month.    

8. New Business
a) Otterburn Castle concert: The Clerk provided details of how people could register their interest to have tickets 
for the concert on 12 July.   

b) Improving safe crossing over the bridge on B6320: Cllr Harris advised she had been approached regarding 
possibility to make the crossing of the bridge safer. There was discussion what could be done however it was 
noted that the same topic had been raised several years before. There were limited options available and none
proved to be viable. It was agreed the Clerk would approach Mr Pringle asking if the self sown willow trees 
blocking view across the bridge could be removed.

c) Troughend timber extraction: The Clerk shared details he had received from NCC. There was discussion that 
highlighted that the road had no foundations and would likely be damaged by loaded wagons. It was 
highlighted that a pre and post inspection must be made of the road and agreement made beforehand how 
any damage would be repaired and funded. Cllr Tully advised of the danger of wagons exiting on to the A68 
as it was a blind junction. The Cllrs confirmed that assuming these aspects were covered and wagons did not 
cross the bridge next to Otterburn Mill they agreed to proposals and the Clerk was asked to reply to NCC. 

d) Percy Arms sale and licence: It was confirmed that the NCC meeting regarding the licence application had been
postponed again and that a new date was not known. It was believed that the proposed buyer of Percy Arms 
had dropped out.  

e) Parish Council vacancy: The Chair confirmed that he had received resignation notice from Cllr Wilson. Notice 
of the vacancy had been posted and anyone interested in being a Parish Councillor should contact the Chair 
or Clerk.  

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council – Cllr Farrell asked for the stone seat
to be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 2 June, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Surgery
There was a request that the rough area of land in the corner of the Children’s Play area is strimmed when the
rest of the grass is cut. It was agreed the Clerk would contact with Mr Mowatt.

There was further discussion regarding the school bus contract after the matter was raised in the AGM. Cllr 
Tully confirmed he had been speaking to Mr Cusak at NCC who advised the contract would not be renewed 
with Snaiths. There was speculation as to who would be granted the contract and the service that would be 
provided. Concerns were raised from parents about the lack of communications particularly due to the speed 
of the change as it was believed the existing contract was ending on 22 May. Further concerns were raised 
about the ability of a new contractor provider being able to provide the infrastructure to deliver the service. 
The Clerk was asked to consult with Cllr John Riddle on the matter and write to NCC.

Meeting closed at 8.50pm
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